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On tautological utterances of the type “X is X, Y is Y” in Japanese
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This paper deals with the meaning construction of tautological utterances of the
type “X is X, Y is Y” in Japanese. As Sakahara (1992, 2002) argues, this type of
utterance is used to emphasize the difference between X and Y within the category W
of which X and Y are members. But Sakahara does not discuss how this meaning
compositionally derives from the sentence form “X is X, Y is Y. There are two
reasons “X is X, Y is Y” should not be analyzed as a construction. First, in certain
contexts, the same meaning can be expressed by the simple form “X is X”. Second,
this type of tautology is found in other languages such as English and French.

It should be noted that “X is X, Y is Y” has much in common with tautological
utterances which express refusal of explanation: both types of tautologies represent a
self-evident proposition and also have certain informative value. Within the Mental
Space framework (Fauconnier 1985, 1997), this fact can be stated as follows: the use
of a self-evident identity connector IC produces the implicature that a meaningful
kind-individual connector KIC is not relevant in the context. This generalization is of
the Gricean nature except that it mentions the use of a cross-space connector rather
than the utterance of a sentence. This cognitive approach allows for a unified analysis
of the two types of tautologies mentioned above.

In contexts where “X is X, Y is Y is used, what is at issue is whether X and Y
should be treated in a similar way. The interlocutor insists that they should on the
ground that they are members of the same category W. By uttering “X is X, Y is Y”,
the speaker denies the validity of KICs which link W to X and Y. This prevents the
properties of X from being transferred to Y and vice versa. Accordingly, the inference

suggested by the interlocutor is rejected.



