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Matching and Information Conveyed by Contradictory

Utterances of the Type X is not X

Tomohiro SAKAI
(JSPS Research Fellow, Keio University)

The purpose of this paper is to show that, contrary to the claims made by

'be calculated compositionally from the schemata of X is not X and conditionals.
X is not X if P conveys at least three types of meanings: (i) members of X that

particular cat.
- (1) Acatis not a cat if it does not catch mice.
(2) a. Cats that do not catch mice should not be treated as cats.

b. Tama should try to catch mice.

c. In general, cats catch mice.
As Fauconnier (1997) argues, conditionals If P, Q set up a Foundation Space F
'fd an Expansion Space EX. Space F, defined by P, is subordinate to the Base Space B
“while Space EX, defined by P and (, is subordinate to Space F. If any Target Space T’
‘matches F, then the information contained in EX is projected onto 7. The logical link
‘between F and EX is supported by a proposition set E, defined such that {P}UE
functions as a sufficient condition for Q in the rigorous sense of the term (Sakahara
11985).

Contradictory utterances X is not X presuppose that in Space M/ an individual x
'ﬁ_is an X and asserts that in Space M2 the counterpart of x is not an X. By integrating M/
~and M2 with B and EX respectively, the schemata of conditionals and contradictory
utterances can be unified into the schema of X is not X if P. Since X is not X if P is now
a type of conditionals and of contradictory utterances at the same time, it inherits the
properties of both. This accounts for the three meanings mentioned above without any
stipulation. (2a) can be obtained with two matching operations, based on the meaning
of X is not X if P and some contextual assumptions. (2b) is equivalent to the
conjunction of X is not X if P and the assumption that Tama is expected to remain a cat.
(2c) is a proposition contained in the proposition set E as defined above, which,
together with P, constitutes a sufficient condition for X is not X, i.e.(2c) is a cause of
the proposition expressed by (1).
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